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| PSALM exxxiii. "IG 1 5 
N bow good, and how pleaſant 2. in os 
- Brathren 70 * Be in n 


\H E 8 occaſion; on which this plalm 
was compoſed, is not exactly known; That it 
was on the ſubſiding of - ſome civil diſcord, there is 
little reaſon to doubt; and the royal Pſalmiſt had 
- been too often involved in that calamity, not to 
reliſh, with the higheſt tranſport, the ſweetneſs and 
pleaſantneſs of re-eſtabliſhed peace and unity. In ſuch 
happy circumſtances we may well ſuppoſe him to 
have been, when he . burſt forth into this rapturous 
exclamation, Behold how good, and how pleaſant it is, for 
Brethren to dwell together in unity ! 
IT am willing to flatter myſelf, that theſe words 
which I have choſen, are in ſome degree applicable to 
the harmony which reigns at preſent in this kingdom; 
and may ſuggeſt ſome pleaſing reflections ſuitable to 
the occaſion of this day s ſolemnity. And though I 
will not take upon me to. ſay, that, at this time, is 
bis ſcripture, in its moſt extenſive ſignification, fulfilled 
in our ears; yet per haps one may venture to chal- 
lenge any period in the annals of our hiſtory, to 
which it can be —_— with ſo much propriety as 
to the preſent. 
But if this bleſling of unity, which the holy Pal- 
miſt elegantly compares to the dew of heaven, be ſo 
plentifully ſhowered down upon us at prefent; If 
Uke 


„ 
like Gideon! s fleece we ſtand almoſt fin gly among l 
nations in ſo high a degree refreſhed and invigorated 
by it, whilſt much the greateſt part of the.carth, re» 
mains, in compariſon, a barren and dry land; ſlirely 
we are: called upon by every motive to Follow the 
example of the F Pſalmiſt, in expreſſing our ſen- 
ſibility of this uheommon bleſſing beſtowed upon us. 
Pleaſant muſt it be to behold: the ftormos af faction 
and party- rage in church and ſtate ſubſided; to fee 
the irc of moderation mwvivg over the face of this 
ſo long troubled-iſland.—Profitable muſt it be to con 
pare the preſent Halcyon days withithoſe which: pro» 
_ duced nothing but: envy and firife, confufiom.end every 
evil work ; ſince this will teach us to ſet a due value 
upon chriſtian peace and charity; and excite. us to 
make a ſtill farther progreſs: in them; to go on from 


frrength to ftrength; __ Bold the faith, and practiſe 


Vuirtue, in tbe bond of peace; in ibe unity of the ſpirit, 


and in righteouſneſs of life. To theſe motives. let us 
add another ſtill more engaging : — Gratitude to. that 
Almighty Being who maketh. men to be of ane mind in 
àn bouſe, calls upon us to pay our acknowledgements 
to that Father of lights, from: whom every good and per- 
fedt gift deſcendeth; and next to God, to his Vicegerent 
whom he hath ſet over us, and whom he hath: been 
pleaſed to make the willing; and the happy inſtrument, 
of conveying ſo many bleſſings to us. And can any 
time be more proper or ſeaſonable for the doing this, 
than the auſpicious anniverſary of his aſcending that 
| throne, which hath been ſo — eftabhifbed in righte- 
oufugfi? Seeing then that by —_ in God, we have ſo 

ing 


170 


hong enjoyed great ad: and that many worthy deeds = 
have been done wnto this nation by his providence; ſhall 
we not accept, thall we not acknowdye it _ in 
#ll places, "with all thankfulneſs? f 
It ptcaſed God by a particular excition of his 
providence, to ſeparate the Jews from every nation 
under heaven, 0 choofe rbem for a peculiar people, and 
to place them # u lan flowing with milk and honey.” | 
Theſe bleſſings which God, in a very extraordinary 
manner, was pleaſed to beſtow upon the Jews, much 
reſemble thoſe in many particulars, which in the 
ordinary courſe of his providence have fallen to our 
mark. WE ſtand ſeparated from the nations of the 
world, and our land is no leſs than their's was, 2 good 
land, 2 land of brooks of waters, of fountains and depths 
which;ſpring out F 'valleys and bills; .a land of wheat 
and barley, wherein "we eat bread without ſtarceneſs ; whoſe 
Pones are iron, ani out of "whoſe hills we may dig braſes 
and beſides all this, God hath been pleaſed to give 
us vineyuriis and dlive-trees which we planted nut; the 
moſt valaable products, of the moft diftant countries, 
being brought home in plenty to our doors; and 
yet, for how long a time, did theſe peculiar alvan=- 
tages of our ſituntion, of our ſoil and climate, of the 
barrier which farrounds us, lie totally uſeleſs and 
neglefted? And when we came by degrees to be ſen- 
_ fible of them, how very gradually ad U their improve- 
ment prveced how many rubs and impediments in- 
tervened to check its progreſs? and how very Dow I 
have we been riſing up to that diſtinguiſhed emi- 
nence, on which we at preſent find ourſelves placed 
among the nations of the > tet 


Various 


(8)- 


Various reaſons have been 1 for this bu 
there ſeems to be no neceſſity of having recourſe ta 
any other, than a want of union and harmony among 
bees, And the ſlighteſt review of our hiſtory wii 
inform us, that this hath been the fatal rock, on 


which we have been ſplitting, ever Ane * .carlicſh | 


accounts. we. have of our and 5. oorE2 


The great Roman?; to whom ali Miftreſs-of IM 
world was forced at laſt to ſubmit; did in vain At- 
tempt to gain any, footing here, till civil diſſentions 


drove ſome of the principal Leaders to forſake their 
countrymen and go over tot his party. By theſe: un- 
natural means were the necks of Britons prepared for 


receiving that yoke, which they were never able to 


ſhake off, till their Maſters retired of their own ac- 


cord: And then, left to: themſelves, and in poſſeſſion 
of their country and of their liberty, they ſoon ſhew- 
ed themſelves unworthy of thoſe bleſſings, by again 
falling into ſtrife and diſſentions. This afforded too 
fair an opportunity to be neglected by that great 
Northern Army, which was continually intent on 
invading new countries; and of which the ſame 


may truly be ſaid, as of that other in the Prophet, 
Before them was the garden of Eden, and behind them a 


deſolate wilderneſs : Invited, over by the weaker party, 


they ſoon became the oppreſſors of both: By them 
were the wretched inhabitants of this good land once 


more deprivad of the beſt and faireſt parts of .it; and 


forced to retire 70 Bills and mountains and caves ff The < 
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earth. In the mean time their hew Maſters fell into 
the ſame quarrels, which had proved their deſtruc- 
tion; and this iſland became a ſcene of blood and 
deſolation by ſeven Princes contending among them 
ſelves for the maſtery of it. At length One prevailed”: 
_ — But ſtill; no peace nor quietneſs — New invaders : 
were tempted over to lay waſte the kingdom — And 
more quarrels aroſe among its inhabitants, till a 
Foreigner! got poſſeſſion of the crown, from whom 
we date our preſent regal æra; who, with great art, 
and conſummate policy, ſettled the government of this 
kingdom on what appeared to him the beſt and 
ſureſt foundation; though, when compared to that 
unclouded ſunſhine of liberty which we enjoy at 
preſent, this period of our hiſtory appears like dar- 
neſs and the ſhadow of death; yet to look back to the 
preceding parts of it, which is the faireſt way, the 
contraſt will be much in its favour. A due and re- 
gular adminiſtration of juſtice throughout the king- 
dom was then eſtabliſned; and the obliging a tur- 
bulent people to ſpend the day in labour, and the 
night in reſt, was the moſt effectual means to pre- 
vent thoſe cabals, which they were continually form- 
ing before, to deſtroy each others lives and pro- 
| perties. 
"Theſe wiſe regulations did for ſome time br a ſtop 
to the progreſs of civil diſcord; but the calm was of no 
great continuance; and during a long ſeries of ſucceſ- 
ſion the wars between our Kings and Nobles, and be- 


„EokERT. The Danes, WII IIAII I. + By the Curfew Bel. 
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; [99 7: 
tween different branches of the Royal Line, fill up the 
ages of our hiſtory: Till at length a King * aroſe, in 
whom theſe branches : became united, and who with 
all the art and policy, which were conſpicuous. in the 
firſt founder of our monarchy, endeavoured to correct 
the errors in the - conſtitution, and to adjuſt the 
ballance of the three eſtates of which it was compoſed; 
to a more equal proportion of power in reſpect of 
each other: But through the ſhortſightedneſs of hu- 
man wiſdom it ſo fell out, that as the weight of N 
nobility was leſſened, that of the commons inc e 
and by degrees acquired ſuch, a ſuperiority, that at 
laſt in the grand rebellion, both King _ Nobles _ 
deere and extinguiſhed by it. 

But during that interval of time, which! preceded 
the accompliſhment of this fatal event, new matter 
for diſſention aroſe; - Ch riſtianity, tricked out and 
loaded with falſe ornaments, was become the leaſt 
part of itſelf. To reduce it therefore to its primitive 
ſimplicity, was not to be effected without mighty 
ſtruglings and commotions, which continued through 
ſeveral reigns; till it was happily effected by that ever 
renowned Heroine, whoſe reign, above any other in 
our annals, deſerves to be put in competition with the 
preſent. May we not preſume to think, that Provi- 
vidence was pleaſed to ſhower down more bleſſings 
upon this kingdom, at that period, than it had ever 
yet been favoured with, as a reward for that ſteadineſs 
and perſeverance with which the pure reformed reli- 
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n was then moſt effectually eſtabliſhed. i in it? But 
| fin, when weicome to conſider, how high thepreroga+- 
tive of the crown was at that time exalted, How often 
it bore hard upon the liberty of the ſubject; what an 
unwillingneſs the Sovereign always expreſſed to name 
any ſucceſſor; how ſtill more unwilling. to name the 
Perſon who had the faireſt claim, and of whom, on 
many accounts, ſhe never could be induced to enter · 
tain a. very favourable opinion; - what uneaſineſs and 
anxieties the uncertainty of this important point. pro-. 
duced in the nation ; . compare all theſe circumſtances; 
and others which might be mentioned, with thoſe of 
the preſent times ſo totally different in every: particu- 
lar, and then let any unprejudiced perſon neee 
which ought to claim the advantage. 

The Day, on which this Succeſſion wok place, i 1s to 
bu: numbered among the whiteſt in our annals. It 
was then, that this Iſland firſt became that, for which 
Nature ſeemed to have intended it, Ont RING DoW 
UNDER ONE MoN ARCH; and thus the proper foun- 

dation was laid for its deſerving in time that Name:: 
which it then firſt aſſumed. Then was a ſtop put to 
thoſe quarrels, which had been continually breaking 
out between the two Nations at large; and to the 
never ceaſing animoſities and cruelties, which the 
Borderers on each ſide had been daily exerciſing to- 
wards one another for ſo many preceding centuries. 
Union and concord, thoſe diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics 
of Chriſt's religion, a this about, a much ſurer 


1 GREAT BRITAIN, 


B 2 < method 


Tar) 5; 
method than the huge partition walls which ſtretched : 
from ſhore to ſhore, and which-had been raiſed with ſo 


much labour and expence by heathen emperors. But 


thus ever will. the wiſdem which deſcendeth from above, 


and is pure, peaceable, gentle, triumph over that from 


beneath, which is eartbly, ſenſual, devilſh ; if we could 


only be perſuaded to cultivate the former more, and 
admire the latter leſs. 7 


The calm which followed this 8 a paci- 
fick King, who valued himſelf upon having, what he 
called, Peace at home, and Peace abroad, we will noet 
ſtay, for many obvious reaſons, to put in competition 
with the preſent internal ſerenity of this kingdom. 
Let it ſuffice to ſay, that it proved only a prelude to a 
ſtorm, which in the next reign overturned the foun- 


dation of the Conſtitution. Vet, by the good provi- 


dence of God, It was again re-eſtabliſhed, and by the 


ſame good providence wonderfully upheld againſt the 


ſhocks it ſuſtained from licentiouſneſs and infidelity 
in one reign, and Popery and tyranny in the ſucceed- 
ing. Great indeed and imminent was the danger, 


which threatened it from a raſh and bigotted Prince, 


whom our great DELIVERER, in the critical moment, 
Ws hg to quit the chariot * of government; and thus 


: as from the mouth of the Time to the 1ri/b Sea, built firſt by 
1 and more ſubſtantially afterwards by SxvERUs, extend- 
ng eighty miles in length. Another from the Frith of Forth to the 
Fre — Cs | built by ö Prius, in length thirty-ſix 
miles. 


2 The coronation medal of King walk and Queen Mazr, hat 
on the reverſe, Jupiter ſtriking Phaeton out of the chariot of the Sun, 
with this legend. NE ToTus ABSUMATUR. 


faved 


05 13) 
ſaved our religion, laws and liberties from being i in- 
volved in one general conflagration. But how ill was 
this Deliverer requited for ſuch important ſervices! 
Willing and capable as He ſhewed himſelf of manag- 
ing the reins of government, unnatural factions and 
diviſions prevailed, thwarted his beſt deſigns, deſtroy- 
ed his peace and happineſs; and clogged the chariot 
wheels, fo that he drave it heavily. © 
I) he unhappy effects produced by theſe party-divi- 
fions in the reign which followed, are ſtill freſh in 
the memories of many now living; who will pro- 
bably agree in allowing, that however pleaſing it 
may be at preſent to talk or write of thoſe glorious 
times, it muſt have been very uncomfortable to have 
lived in them. The triumphs of our armies abroad 


made but ſorry amends for the loſs of domeſtick 


peace and union; which the implacable animoſities 
between two contending 8 Parties had Almoſt totally 
deſtroyed. 

In the midſt of a violent ferment raiſed between 
the Leaders of one fide, which broke the ſpirits and 


the conſtitution of an excellent Princeſs, was the firſt | 


of the BRUNSWICK Line called upon to take poſſeſſi- 
on of the crown; and if to the moſt amiable 
qualities of the heart, he had not joined the ableſt ac- 
compliſhments of the head, this crown might poſſi- 


bly have very ſoon been ſhaken off from it. The 
clouds of civil diſcord began again to gather, and 


Britons were once more ſet in battle array againſt 
each other; when God was pleaſed to ſet his ſeal of 
approbation on the new Succeſſion by two ſeaſonable 
. e * 


64490 : 
viſtories* obtained the fame day'over different. 
of the Rebels in diſtant places. 


The ſame gracious Providence did again 3 exert 


| itſelf 1 in our fayour,* on much the ſame intereſting oc- 
caſion; when one of the principal reaſons aſſigned. in 


the Enemy's declaration for his bold attempt, was the 
party-feuds and diſſentions which prevailed among us. 
Here let us cloſe our review of the turbulent ſcenes 


of former ages; and turn our eyes to the more agree- 
able proſpect which is afforded us by the uncommon 


harmony and unanimity, that reign at preſent ; in Us 


Iſland. 


The beſt conſtitution of government ſeems to be 
that, which lays all poſſible reſtraint on the Sovereign 
from doing ill, and leaves him at full liberty to do 
good. Wiſe laws and regulations may prevent his 
committing great oppreſſions; his own good temper 


alone can prompt him to beſtow happineſs: ſo 


that where this good diſpoſition is wanting, a Na- 


tion, notwithſtanding the beſt regulations, may in 


many particulars be made unhappy. Not that even 
good Laws and a good Governor are ſufficient to make 


it otherwiſe; unleſs the Subjects alſo perform their 
parts, in chearfully agreeing to honour, maintain, and 


ſupport their Laws and their Sovereign. So that the 
internal peace and happineſs of any nation may be 
ſaid to depend on the concurrence of theſe rare cir- 


cumſtances - a Conſtitution regulated by wiſe and 


good laws — a Prince capable and willing to beſtow 


happineſs — a Bee diſpoſed and fitted to receive it. 


* At Preſton and Dunblain, November 1 37 I - 15. At Culloden. 
. That 
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That we may juſtly lay claim to the Firſt ſeems 


undiſputed and agreed ; however we differ in other 
matters, yet we all unanimouſly boaſt of the ſuperior 


excellency of our conſtitution; in which point at leaſt 


we are not taxed with partiality by foreigners; ſince! . 


it hath appeared in the ſame light to thoſe, who have 


taken pains to examine and compare it with other 


forms of government, and hath received very ample 
and honourable teſtimonies in its favour. 
Shall we be contented with enjoying in ſilence the 
happineſs, which the ſupream Head of this conſtitu- 8 
on hath diffuſed through every part of it; and leave 
foreigners to admire and felicitate us on his diſtin- 


guiſhed merits, and future — to aſcertain and do 


them juſtice? 
The Jewiſn Prophet bee to the as ; whoſe 


er have I taken, or whoſe aſs have I taken, or whom have 


T de efrauded, whom have I oppreſſed? This was great 
merit at that time, amongſt that people, the precepts 
of whoſe decalogue were almoſt all negative. And this 
negative merit moſt of the nations under heaven 
would think themſelves extreamly fortunate to find in 


their Prince. But we have been bleſs'd with ONE, who 


following the more enlarged. precepts of the great 
Founder of our faith, hath put in practice all thoſe 
poſitive duties of beneficence, which Chriſtianity much 
more largely inculcates than any other religion. No 


laws, no conſtitution of government can produce 


this effect; it can ariſe only from the diſpoſition 
of the heart, ſwayed and governed by this beſt re- 


ligion: 


0 ligion : And of this. we 15 a convincing proof, 
from our fellow- ſubjects of his foreign dominions (in 
which the power of the ſovereign is limited only by 
his own will) enjoying as undiſturbed a poſſeſſion of 
their rights and liberties, as we can boaſt; amongſt 


* the prer a is bounded and reſtrained wy 
aws. 


The moral virtues patty the military ments 
of Pagan princes have afforded noble topicks for pa- 
negyrick ; which are not leſs deſerving of our ap- 
plauſe and admiration, WI hen found united in the 
characters of chriſtian princes: But when theſe vir- 
tues and accompliſhments are ſet off and adorned 
with chriſtian graces, how much nobler and more 


unuſual a ſubject for praiſe reſents itſelf? A ſub- 
ject, on which a miniſter of Chriſt's religion may 


with all becoming ep expatiate in this ſacred 
place. 

For we have Gra Chriſtianity, both in "I and in 
ſubſtance, warmly enforced and recommended from 
the throne, by an example which will always carry : 

more conviction than a thouſand precepts. -— 

We have ſeen glorious victories attributed with all 
becoming reverence to him, who is the ſole giver of 
victory; and the holy Pſalmiſt's example followed in 
what it always ought to be, and yet ſo ſeldom ſin- 
cerely hath been; For I will not truſt in my bow, it 
is not my ſword that Hall help me; but it is thou that 
Javeſt us from our enemies, and pine” them to conf 4 that 


bate Us. 


In 


* 
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1 


- In the midſt of unparalleled ſucceſſes, we have 


low an unparalleled inſtance of moderation, un- 

known to the ſanguinary Heroes of antient or 
modern times, 'in a generous offer to ſtop the effuſion 
of innocent blood: a moderation which Chriſtianity ſo 


ſtrongly recommends; and which will always add 


a diſtinguiſhed luſtre. to the c of the true 
Heroe. 

Laſtly, we have fi to our own. great emolu- 
ment, this glorious diſplay of chriſtian virtues liter- 
ally rewarded with all thoſe temporal bleſſings, which 
6 the old Diſpenſation were the chiefeſt encourage- 
ments propoſed to the followers of wiſdom. Length of 

days is in her right hand, and in ber left hand riches and 
honour : Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
are peace. Peace, we truſt, in its moſt extenſive mean- 
ing, may not long be wanting to crown the evening 
of his days. For War is accompanied with many cares 
and anxieties, which will lie heavy on the moſt vigo- 


rous mind; and even attended with all deſired ſuc- 
ceſs, will, to the humane and benevolent mind, ſeem 


little leſs than a neceſſary evil. May the God of 


unity and concord therefore aſſiſt his endeavours, to 


reſtore peace to the many nations, which have been 
long deprived of that invaluable bleſſing! But if his 
enemies reject the profered terms, be the puniſhment 
on their own heads; for we, his ſubjects of this Iſland, 


in the midſt of a more extenſive war than we were 
ever yet engaged in, enjoy more fully the pleaſing 


ſweets of peace and quietneſs; a more undiſturbed 
5 CC: poſ- 


(18) 
poſſeſſion and ſecurity of our lives and properties, 
than ſome of the neutral powers enjoy at preſent; or 
than ſome of qur enemies can ever enjoy at any time. 
Friends, as well as foes, are in ſome degree involved 
abroad in that thict and uncomfortable darkneſs 
which hath been ſo long „elt throughout the greateſt 
part of Europe; whulſt we alone, though principal 
parties in the war, like the choſen and favourite 

ple of God in the land of Goſhen, have TR and. Joy 
and gladnels in our dwellings. _ 

By this ſhall all men know that ye are my di ;ſciples ay | 
our great Maſter) F ye have love one to another: And 
as no period of our hiſtory can be mentioned; in 
which the people have repoſed greater confidence in 
their Sovereign, or ſhewn more alacrity to ſupport his 
government, or more harmony and unanimity a- 
mongſt themſelves: As the evil ſpirit of party has 
been laid, and the magick of empty names and diſ- 
tinctions ſeems to have loſt its baneful influence: 
may we not flatter ourſelves, that this good diſpoſi- 
tion in the nation to produce thoſe genuine fruits of 
Chriſtianity, Union and Concord, hath been in ſome 
degree inſtrumental in drawing down theſe ſignal 
ſucceſſes from heaven, which have ſo remarkably diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Britiſh arms? Not but that there is 
great room left to carry thoſe good fruits to a much 
higher degree of perfection and maturity; and if the 
ſoil which produces them can be improved ſo as to 
bring forth an hundred-fold, let us not 'be content with 
its bearing twenty: old. 
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to this kate of frailty and imperfection there will 
never be wanting Cenſurers and diſſatisfied Perſons. 
Such there were in the days of Solomon, who could 
not forbear exclaiming, that the former days were better 
than thoſe in which they lived: And yet thoſe days 
might more juſtly lay claim to be called the golden 
age of Iſrael than any other; when the arts and ſci- 
_ ences were cultivated and encouraged by the King 
himſelf, and of courſe we may ſuppoſe by-his ſubjects 
alſo; when an exchange of merchandizes with diſtant 
countries was ſet on foot : And, what 1s better than all 
this, when Solomon had peace on all fides round about him ; 
and every man dwelt. ſafely under his vine and under his 
fig-tree, from Dan even to Ban. all the days of 
Solomon. ; 
If in the midſt of thoſe felicities, which, in moſt 
particulars, we of this kingdom enjoy, at leaſt as fully 
as the Jews did under the reign of Solomon; there 
ſhould be room for any gloomy reflection to intrude, 
and damp our ſatisfaction; it muſt be from the con- 
ſideration, that in the ordinary courſe of nature, the 
great author under God of our preſent happineſs, 
muſt in no long ſpace of time be called away to take 
poſſeſſion of a brighter crown eternal, immoveable in 
the heavens. 

But, under this e i let us conſi- 
der that we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to hope, that 
thoſe amiable virtues, which together with his crown 
he received by inheritance, will deſcend in ſucceſſion 
likewiſe ; - and that Nature and Education and Ex- 


ample, 


Whit 
ö 
F 


— 
— 


: * * " 5 a, 5) 7 2 
* * - n = 6 8 * 
1 4 : , 8 * my * * 
7 3 
1 . * Þ 
\ 
4 
it 
* * 3 
22a 55 : 
- 1 » F 


ample, will all work fe to bleſs us hereafter, 
with a Sovereign different from our preſent in years 


only that particular in which alone we would wiſh 
all that Maxim in our laws, 


him to differ. Thus 
<« That the King never dies,” be fulfilled in the beſt 


and happieſt ſenſe, that this ſtate of mortality will 
permit; and in this ſenſe, let us offer up our prayers 


to the Almighty, THAT. THE KING MAY LIVE 
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